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FY 2018 BUDGET APPROVED

T

he Town Council recently
adopted the Town’s
Budget for Fiscal Year
2018 (July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018).
This budget determines revenues,
expenditures, and priorities for
the entire Town Government
operations. Highlights of the
budget include:
• No increase in tax rates or fees
• No increase in water and
sewer rates
• Town operations continue at
current service levels
• The Police Dept. receives
additional equipment funding
and a new vehicle
• Long-term strategic planning
includes an infrastructure model and updating the Board of Architectural Review Guidelines
• Focused priorities in Economic Development, Environmental Sustainability, and Parks and Recreation
• Capital Projects to improve transportation and pedestrian access, such as Hirst Road, A Street Trail
from BRMS to Maple Ave, and asphalt repair projects
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TOWN MANAGER
RETIRES
At the April 25, 2017 Town Council Meeting, Town
Manager Robert W. Lohr, Jr. announced
his retirement after an illustrious 24-year career
in Purcellville. Mr. Lohr has served in local
government for over 30 years and has been an
unmistakable member of the community, from his
service in the volunteer fire department to coaching
local football to being the first to help with a sewer
backup in someone’s basement. Mr. Lohr intends to
stay in Purcellville with his family and enjoy some
free time and part-time work.
As a result of this news, the Town Council has
appointed Mr. Alex Vanegas, Public Works Director,
as the Interim Town Manager. Mr. Vanegas
brings over 11 years of experience in the Public
Works Department and significant operational
and institutional knowledge to the position of
Interim Town Manager. He will lead the Town
organization over the coming months and support
the Town Council in achieving its strategic goals
and objectives until a permanant Town Manager is
recruited. ■

The Town Council, since the fall, held 10 meetings specific to the Budget and long-term financial planning.
This intensive process has resulted in a focus on fiscal responsibility, review of proper service levels, and
development of new ways to achieve savings and find creative revenue sources.

Are You Engaged in
Town Activites?

A key topic of conversation in this budget process has been the “chargeback.” Essentially, the utility
chargeback is a mechanism in which the utility funds (water and sewer) pay the general fund for
administrative services provided by general fund departments. For example, staff in the Maintenance
Department conducts several activities for the utility funds such as cleaning pump stations, water line
flushing and emergency water line break repairs, and a portion of their time has been paid by the utility
funds. While this is an appropriate allocation of funds, it also places an additional burden on the utility
funds for these activities.

There are so many ways to get involved in your
Town Government, but we only know as much as
you share with us. Consider connecting with the
Town Council in one of these ways: email, phone
call, online resources, Town Council meetings, and
special events. You can find out more information at
www.purcellvilleva.gov/engage!

The Town Council has determined to lessen the burden on the utility funds, which has resulted in no
increase in water and sewer rates for the coming year, while maintaining long-term sustainability of the
funds. Through careful and selective expenditure reductions and phased-elimination of chargeback fees,
this will help mitigate future cost increases in the utility funds. ■

DID YOU KNOW?
The Dillon House is the oldest house in
Purcellville – portions of the home date back
to 1795. The Dillons were the first known
residents of Purcellville and owned a large
portion of the land in Town, including many
areas of dense woods known as Dillon’s Woods.
The historic home is located on what is now
N. 21st Street just north of the W&OD Trail. The
Town is working with the property owner and
the Purcellville Historical Society to investigate
creative ways to celebrate the history of the
home and make it open to the public. Do
you have ideas on ways to creatively use this
historic property? Let us know at
info@purcellvilleva.gov.
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Barrels & Planters
In a follow-up to last year’s hugely successful
painted wine barrel project, Discover Purcellville
(a local non-profit) is proud to present this year’s
community art project: “Painted Benches & Planters
around Purcellville.” Fifty local artists volunteered
their time and creativity to paint 30 custom made
wood park benches and 20 large custom made
flower planters. Each piece is sponsored by a local
business and will be displayed around Purcellville
from June through
October. For more info
contact Michael Oaks
540-751-0707 or
www.discoverpurcellville.com
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Water Quality Report
We are proud to present our annual water
quality report covering all testing performed
between January 1 and December 31, 2016.
The report is available on line by visiting
www.purcellvilleva.gov/250/DrinkingWater-Quality-Reports.
If you would like paper copy of the Consumer
Confidence Report, you can request one by
calling (540) 338-7421, or you may pick one
up in person at Town Hall 221 South Nursery
Avenue, Purcellville, VA 20132.
Over the years, we have dedicated ourselves
to producing drinking water that meets all
state and federal standards. We continually
strive to adopt new methods for delivering
the best quality drinking water to you. As new
challenges to drinking water safety emerge,
we remain vigilant in meeting the goals of
source water protection, water conservation,
and community education while continuing to
serve the needs of all of our water users.
You can find more information by visiting
www.purcellvilleva.gov/water.
Please share with us your thoughts or
concerns about the information in this report.
After all, well-informed customers are our
best allies. For more information about this
report or for any questions relating to your
drinking water, please call Brian Lutton,
Water Superintendent, at (540) 338-2513. ■

Department Spotlight: POLICE
The Purcellville Police Department is likely the most visible of Town services, providing everything
from community policing to traffic patrol to emergency response. The Police Department has 14 officers
dedicated to daily patrol – each of these officers is assigned a service area that allows them to provide
more concentrated community policing activities in specific sections of Town. In addition to regular patrol,
community policing is intended to allow officers to build key relationships with residents and business
owners to put a more direct face to law enforcement activities.
Due to the size of the Police Department, officers wear many “hats” in their daily responsibilities. An
officer may be responsible for training records, supply inventory, firing range instruction, property and
evidence records, or any number of other ancillary (yet important!) roles. This gives officers variety in their
daily activities.
The Purcellville Police Department is operational 24-hours a day, every single day of the year. They are
fully committed to their work, showing up in the worst weather, on holidays, and sometimes covering
multiple shifts when others are away from the office. Key response activities from the Police Department
include traffic accidents, traffic education and enforcement, domestic incidents, and narcotics violations.
The officers truly keep the community safe.
The Police Department received two significant recognitions over the past few months. First, Corporal
Paul Kakol and Sergeant Rob Wagner were recognized for their heroic efforts in saving the life of a resident
after a domestic violence incident. Applying immediate medical attention and ensuring the security of the
property, the officers were instrumental in helping a tragedy turn into a life-saving story. Corporal Kakol
received the highest award given, which was the Bronze Medal of Valor. Second, the Police Department
received its second certificate of re-accreditation from the Virginia Law Enforcement Professional Standards
Commission. This accreditation recognizes the Department’s commitment to the highest standards of law
enforcement practices.
In addition to their daily duties, the Police Department works closely with the Loudoun County Sheriff’s
Office, who provides a significant amount of support and resources to the Town. Examples include: major
investigations, rapid response task force, dispatch services, Computer-Aided-Dispatch system, jail services,
and K-9 units. The Purcellville Police and Sheriff’s Office work hand-in-hand to ensure the ongoing safety
and protection of the community, and when needed the Town receives ancillary support from the Virginia
State Police.
Overall, it can be easy to forget the importance of your local law enforcement agency
when your Town is one of the safest in the state. Nonetheless, dedicated police presence
and community engagement is critical to ensuring that crime stays out of Town. The Town
Council has demonstrated its commitment to a safe and secure community by continuing
its support of Police Department needs, including updated equipment, firearms, and a
new vehicle. ■

Thank you, Purcellville Police, for all that you do!

At right: Chief Cynthia
McAlister, Sgt. Rob Wagner,
Cpl. Paul Kakol, Deputy Chris
Loftis, DFC Ryan Hamilton,
LC Sheriff Chapman.
Far right: Chief Milton Franklin
(Bridgewater College), Lt. Joe
Schroeck, Barry Dufek, Chief Cynthia
McAlister, Daniel Davis, Emily
Johnson, Council Member Kelli Grim.
Chief McAlister is holding the Town’s
second certificateofre-accreditation
through VLEPSC.

Summer & Holiday Events
The 6th Annual Purcellville Wine and Food Festival is coming
up on Saturday, July 15, 2017. A constant favorite of residents and
visitors alike, the Wine and Food Festival gives attendees access
to the greatest craft beverage and culinary treats from around
Loudoun County and the region. Despite a brief thunderstorm
last year, over 2,000 attendees enjoyed an amazing day of food,
beverage, artisans, games, kid’s activities, and great live music.
Tickets are on sale NOW for a low price of $20 per person. Entry includes a tasting glass and two
tasting tickets. Residents using the discount code will receive 50% off advance purchase of general
admission tickets!! Be sure to buy your tickets early – prices go up the day of the event. And as in past
years, VIP Tables are available but are sure to sell out. VIPs get in an hour early, get reserved table
seating, four bottles of wine, and the chance to beat the crowds.
Visit www.purcellvillewineandfood.com for tickets and more info!
Other upcoming events include:
Fourth of July Parade – 12:30pm on Tuesday, July 4th
9/11 Remembrance Ceremony – September 11th
Columbus Day Weekend Tag Sale and 5K Race – details forthcoming!
Holiday and Christmas Events all throughout December!
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Residents
call us for
a 50% off
discount code
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