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PURCELLVILLE POLICE OFFICERS RECOGNIZED AT 2017 LOUDOUN COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE VALOR AWARDS LUNCHEON
PURCELLVILLE, VA: April 21, 2017 – Two Purcellville police officers and one Purcellville
resident were among the 107 Public Safety heroes and 20 citizen heroes recognized at the 32nd
Annual Loudoun County Chamber Valor Awards ceremony. The event was held Thursday, April
20, 2017, at the National Conference Center in Lansdowne, Virginia.
On April 4, 2016, an emergency call was dispatched to a residence for a domestic violence
situation. Information unfolded as the officers responded, and it was quickly learned that the victim
was suffering from knife wounds and was rapidly losing blood. Corporal Paul Kakol and LCSO
Deputy First Class Ryan Hamilton responded together. Without due regard to their safety, Deputy
Hamilton grabbed his trauma kit and the two bolted into the home. They quickly found the victim,
bleeding profusely and quickly began administering first aid. The two worked in unison to pack
the wounds, apply pressure, and stabilize the victim for transport by rescue personnel.
Sergeant Wagner came in on their heels and took the lead in protecting his teammates and ensuring
the home was secure, all the while believing the suspect was still in the home. As soon as possible
he was able to scan the home and he learned the suspect had fled, possibly still armed with the
knife. A detailed look out was immediately broadcast by Sergeant Wagner.
On his way home from work, Purcellville resident, Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Chris
Loftis had turned his police radio to the Loudoun County frequency and heard the lookout. Being
close to the scene he began scanning the area and located a male subject matching the lookout
description. Deputy Loftis took the suspect into custody immediately. Within seconds, Loudoun
County Sheriff’s Office deputies arrived and took custody of the suspect. Paramedics also arrived
and assessed the suspect’s medical condition.
The courage and quick thinking on this day exemplified bravery, compassion, and the ability to
think and act efficiently under pressure. Corporal Paul Kakol and Loudoun County Sheriff’s
Deputy First Class Ryan Hamilton were bestowed the highest honor of the event, the Bronze Medal
of Valor. Sergeant Robert Wagner and Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Chris Loftis were
recognized with the Certificate of Valor.

The Town of Purcellville, Virginia
Purcellville is an award-winning town of nearly 9,000 residents located in Loudoun County, approximately 40 miles
west of Washington, DC. It has been honored for its green initiatives, most recently with the prestigious Siemens
Sustainability Award for Small Communities. The Town has an elected Mayor and six Town Council members. Once
a stop along the W&OD rail line, Purcellville has maintained its historic old-town feel through the restoration and
maintenance of its many downtown structures, reflecting the Victorian architecture popular during the early 1900s.
Today, Purcellville is the economic hub of western Loudoun County and a popular weekend destination for antiquing,
entertainment, farmer’s markets, wineries, breweries, distilleries and restaurants. More info at
www.purcellvilleva.gov.
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