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COMMUNITY POLICING INITIATIVE KICK OFF 

 

PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA – February 26, 2016 - On Monday, March 7, 2016, the 

Purcellville Police Department will host their inaugural “Coffee with a Cop.” The focus will be to bring 

together Purcellville police officers and community members in an informal, neutral space to meet each 

other, discuss community issues, build relationships, and share a cup of coffee.   

All community members are invited to attend. The event will begin at 7:30 a.m.  Monday, March 7, 2016, 

at Market Street Coffee located at 1020 E. Main Street, Purcellville.  If you have questions about this 

event, please contact the Purcellville Police Department at 540.338.7422, or 

cmcalister@purcellvilleva.gov.   

Coffee with a Cop provides a unique opportunity for community members to ask questions and learn 

more about the department’s work in the town’s neighborhoods.   

The majority of interactions that law enforcement has with the public happen during emergencies or 

emotional situations. Those situations are not always the most effective times for relationship building 

with the community, and some community members may feel that officers are unapproachable on the 

street.  Coffee with a Cop breaks down barriers and allows for a relaxed, one-on-one interaction.  

“Good relationships are the foundation to good partnerships.  It is my hope that the community always 

feels comfortable to ask us questions, bring their concerns to us, or simply get to know our officers,” said 

Chief McAlister.  

Coffee with a Cop is a national initiative supported by the United States Department of Justice, Office of 

Community Oriented Policing Services. The program aims to advance the practice of community policing 

through improving relationships between police officers and community members one cup of coffee at a 

time! 

The Town of Purcellville, Virginia 

Purcellville is an award-winning town of nearly 8,300 residents located in Loudoun County, approximately 40 miles 

west of Washington, DC. It has been honored for its green initiatives, most recently with the prestigious Siemens 

Sustainability Award for Small Communities. The Town has an elected Mayor and six Town Council members. 

Once a stop along the W&OD rail line, Purcellville has maintained its historic old-town feel through the restoration 

and maintenance of its many downtown structures, reflecting the Victorian architecture popular during the early 

1900s. Today, Purcellville is the economic hub of western Loudoun County and a popular weekend destination for 

antiquing, entertainment, farmer’s markets, wineries, breweries, distilleries and restaurants. More info at 

www.purcellvilleva.gov. 
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