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The Town of Purcellville is the recipient of
the 2011 Facility Safety Award, intermediate
 category, conferred to them in September

by the Virginia Water Environment Association
(VAWEA) during a lunchtime reception at its
annual meeting in Virginia Beach, Virginia.
Superintendent Scott House received the award
on behalf of the town. 

“This award is so important to us, as a reflection
of our focus on safety at the plant. The award is to
be shared among all nine employees who operate
the plant for us each and every day,” says the
Town Manager Robert Lohr.

According to the VA WEA award application, the purpose of the annual award is to encourage
wastewater treatment facilities to “participate in promoting an active and effective safety  program
and to stimulate the collection and reporting of safety data.” 

“Purcellville earned this award for their  outstanding safety program,” said Wayne Sierna, Chairperson
of the VAWEA Safety and Security Committee. The water reclamation facility has not had an accident
since October 2009. �

Purcellville’s Basham Simms Water Reclamation Facility

Receives Safety Award

Purcellville Receives an Additional $300,000 Federal

Grant for the Downtown Improvement Project 

The Town has been officially notified by the
Virginia Department of Transportation that an
additional $300,000 in federal transportation
funds has been awarded for the Town’s
Downtown Improvement Project. With the new
award, total federal transportation enhancement
funding for the Downtown Improvement
Project now stands at $2,195,500.

The first phase of the project along North 23rd

Street, which officially broke ground on April 25,
2011, has been completed. Phase One enhanced
the safety and aesthetics in the Town’s nationally
listed Downtown Historic District by adding
new sidewalks, raised crosswalks, decorative
street lighting, curb and gutter, bollards, storm
water controls and landscaping. It was
 constructed in conjunction with the Town’s
Centennial Square located next to the historic
Purcellville Train Station. The intersection at
North 23rd and 21st Streets was realigned and

traffic calming measures added to improve the
lines of sight and enhance overall safety for
motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians.A crosswalk
was constructed at the terminus of the
Washington and Old Dominion Trail to improve
access and add significant new safety measures
for bicyclists and pedestrians.

Phase Two located along North 21st Street is
 currently in design. This phase will upgrade
 existing sidewalks to improve access for
 pedestrians and the disabled and add decorative
street lights and crosswalks to enhance
 pedestrian, bicyclist and motorist safety.A new
sidewalk will link the west side of North 21st

Street with the Downtown Parking Lot and the
businesses  located on the northern end of the
street. Additional storm water management
 controls and curb and gutter will also be
installed. For more information, visit 
downtownpurcellville.org. �

The Town of Purcellville

Recognized for Performance

Management Successes 
The Town of
Purcellville was
recognized for
superior
 performance man-
agement efforts
with a Certificate
of Distinction from
the International
City/County
Management
Association (ICMA)

Center for Performance Measurement™ (CPM).
Purcellville is among fifteen jurisdictions
 receiving the honor this year. 

“The certificate program recognizes the
 principles of performance management,” said
Wayne Sommer, acting director of CPM.
“Jurisdictions meeting the qualifications have
demonstrated leadership in continuous
 improvement and community engagement, and
they serve as examples for other governments 
to follow.” 

The certificate program assesses a local govern-
ment’s performance management program and
encourages analysis of results by comparing to
peers and gauging performance over time.
Performance management aids in cost reduction,
program prioritization, and quality improvement.
It also encourages accountability and trans-
parency. Certificates are awarded at the levels of
Achievement, Distinction, and Excellence. 

Criteria for the Certificate of Distinction include:
Reporting of performance data to the public
through budgets, newsletters, and/or information
provided to elected officials; Data verification
efforts to ensure reliability; staff training; use of
performance data in strategic planning and
 operational decision-making; and sharing of
 performance measurement knowledge with other
local governments through presentations, site
 visits, and other networking. �
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Recycling Bin Lids Now Available

Lids are now available for the eighteen gallon
recycling bins distributed by the Town to resi-
dents upon request. If you currently have a bin
and would like a lid, the lids can be obtained at
the Town Hall located at 221 South Nursery
Avenue from 8:00 AM until 5:00 PM Monday through Friday (excluding
 holidays). One lid will be issued per residence until the supply is exhausted. 

Message

from

Mayor 

Bob Lazaro

Dear Neighbors,

Welcome to Fall!

While the season may have changed the level of
activity throughout Town has not – it is busy.  
We welcome our students back to school and
wish them all the most success for this new
 academic year. 

In terms of events happening around Town, please
see page 4 of the newsletter regarding Town
 sponsored programs. The Town-wide Tag Sale will
be held in mid-October to be followed by the
Town's Christmas in Purcellville Program in
December. As it is never too early to plan,Town
staff is already  working on the 3rd Annual
Loudoun Grown Expo in February.

Recently, a number of publications have touted
our thriving small business community. More than
90 percent of our business licenses are held by
non-chain related companies. We are proud of
what we have done to encourage small business
in our community to help create local jobs and
diversify the Town’s tax base. 

As you know, sustainability is not just about the
environment, but transportation, sidewalks,
 utilities, economic development etc. It is what
makes Purcellville a great place to live, work and
raise a family.

I look forward to seeing you around Town.

Robert W. Lazaro, Jr.
Mayor
Town of Purcellville
221 South Nursery Avenue
Purcellville, Virginia 20132
blazaro@purcellvilleva.gov
(H) (540) 338-0366

2012 National Sustainable Communities
Award Winner
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Green Tips

Turn down your
water heater
 thermostat.
Thermostats are
often set to 140 degrees Fahrenheit when 120
degrees Fahrenheit is usually fine. For more
Green Tips, visit the Go Green Virginia web site
at www.gogreenva.org/?/resources/green_tips 

JOBS 
For a forum for local employers to post
jobs and for  residents to search for jobs
close to home, check out   

www.purcellvillejobs.com

Revised Sign Ordinance
Town Council recently adopted updates to the sign ordinance  regarding the placement, display,
size, and types of signs within the Town. The revision process began in 2011 and involved a
 comprehensive review of the sign regulations. During this process, the Town reached out to
 residents and the business  community for input and guidance. 

In general, the new revisions provide a more streamlined  permitting process than the  previous
ordinance. All sign permit applications are  subject to administrative review and approval by the
Town’s Community Development department. The revised sign ordinance takes effect immediately,
and can be found on the Town website under Government/ Community Development. For more
 information, contact the Community Development department at 540-338-2304. �

Special Trash Collection

Town residents may schedule special trash  collections at NO CHARGE. Maximum of 2
items can be scheduled per week. To schedule, please call American  Disposal Services
toll-free at 1-866-884-8700. Clearly  describe the item(s) for collection, your street
 address and that you are a resident of the Town of Purcellville and do not pay a fee.

All items for special collection must be generated from the residence or location where
they are  collected and placed  curbside no later than 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday.

Items such as refrigerators, freezers and window air conditioning units require
 extraction of all coolant by a licensed  professional prior to pick up.

Items that are not eligible
Construction or demolition debris such as: 

roofing • siding • drywall • plaster • studs • beams • trusses • bricks
blocks • tile • stones pavers • slate • concrete • mortar
metal rebar flooring • countertops • piping • machinery

Electronics such as:
TVs • computers • computer monitors • cell phones • printers &

other peripherals game systems • central HVAC equipment 

Items eligible for special collection
Furniture such as: 

tables • chairs • sofas • mattresses • bed frames • box springs
headboards  toys • bicycles

Plumbing fixtures such as sinks & faucets 

Appliances such as washers & dryers • stoves • dishwashers •
microwaves • trash compacters

1-2 wooden boards without nails

Carpet and/or padding less than 5’, rolled & tied

Please contact County of Loudoun Department of Construction and Waste Management
703-777-0187 • www.loudoun.gov/oswm for electronic recycling opportunities.
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After Hours Emergency Numbers

Police, Medical or Fire Emergency 911
Dominion Virginia Power (888) 667-3000
Poison Control (800) 222-1222

Water, Wastewater, Street Maintenance (540) 338-7700

Non-Emergency Numbers

Police (540) 338-7422
Fire (540) 338-5961
Rescue (540) 338-4706
County Fire & Rescue (703) 777-0637
Sheriff Department (703) 777-1021
Dominion Virginia Power (703) 359-3275
Comcast Cable (571) 434-1280
Verizon (800) 275-2355

Purcellville Sweats for Vets Program 

Kicks off on Ocober 1

Mosby’s Outlet Center to Offer Discount
The Town of Purcellville will once again kick off its Sweats for Vets
 program on October 1 through Veterans Day (November 11). The Town
asks for new sweat sets (sweat tops and pants) to be dropped off at Town
Hall (221 South Nursery Avenue) and placed in the collection bin. Town
Hall is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5p.m. Please pair the
sweat set (top and pant) and tie with rubber bands, ribbon or string. Best
sizes are L, XL, 2XL and larger sizes. The sweat sets are delivered to the men
and women who are in the VA Hospital in Martinsburg.

“For the last three years working with our local American Legion Post, VFW
Post, Knights of Columbus and schools we have been able to distribute
hundreds of sweat sets to the men and women at the VA Hospital in
Martinsburg,” said Purcellville Mayor Bob Lazaro. “I can tell you from per-
sonal experience that this small gift is very much appreciated.” 

Mosby’s Outlet Center will once again offer a 50 percent discount on
sweat sets purchased for this program. Mosby’s is located on Colonial
Highway in Hamilton. The discount will be given by the cashier at the reg-
ister. The cashier must specifically be informed that the purchase of the
sweat set(s) is for the “Sweats for Vets” program. �

Purcellville Police Deartment Receives

Grant from the Virginia Municipal League
The Purcellville Police Department received a $3,300 Risk Management
Grant from the Virginia Municipal League. The grant funds will be used to
purchase new duty flashlights featuring Light Emitting Diode (LED) tech-
nology for all officers. The department will also obtain two “Stop Stick” tire
deflation devices and traffic barriers with reflective rails. These equipment
upgrades will help the department meet its mission to serve the public
safety needs of the community. The Town thanks the Virginia Municipal
League for their efforts to enhance public safety through the Risk
Management Grant Program. �

Purcellville Police Place Third in State

Traffic Safety Challenge
The Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police (VACP) recently announced the
winners of the 2011 Virginia Law Enforcement Challenge Award. The
Purcellville Police placed third in the Municipal 2 Category (agencies with
11-25 sworn law enforcement officers). First place was awarded to the
Bedford Police Department and Ashland Police Department received sec-
ond place.

The Virginia Law Enforcement Challenge is a recognition program that
gives agencies an opportunity to highlight their accomplishments and
reward agencies that take the extra steps to save lives and reduce injuries
proactively through its highway safety efforts. This program promotes pro-
fessionalism in traffic safety enforcement and encourages agencies to share
best practices and programs with each other. 

This is the third time in six years that the department has placed in the
Virginia Law Enforcement Traffic Safety Challenge. �

Final construction began in September and will be completed in 
June 2013. Construction will be Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM -
3:00 PM. Traffic Impacts & Re-routing will change as phases progress.
For more details, please visit www.southerncollectorroad.com. 

The seven phases of the SCR contruction are:

Phase 1 (Approximate 1-2 Months)
• Demolition of existing roundabout;  Demolition of existing islands

and curb and gutter along Main Street and Berlin Turnpike
• Place temporary and permanent pavement along Main Street and

Berlin Turnpike

Phase 2: (Approximate 2-3 Months)
• Shift traffic to southern lanes along Main Street
• Construct westbound lanes along Main Street and east and west

sides of Berlin Turnpike

Phase 3: (Approximate 1-2 Months)
• Shift Traffic to newly constructed lanes on the north side of 

Main Street
• Construct eastbound lanes along Main Street

Phase 4: (Approximate 1-2 Weeks)
• Surface pave eastbound and westbound Main Street and 

Berlin Turnpike

Phase 5: (Approximate 1-2 Months)
• Shift traffic to outside lanes along eastbound and westbound Main

Street and Berlin Turnpike
• Construct median along Main Street and Berlin Turnpike

Phase 6: (Approximate 1 Month)
• Construct new roundabout

Phase 7: (Approximate 2-3 Weeks)
• Place final asphalt, striping, and signage along Main Street and

Berlin Turnpike

Hamilton

North

Rt. 287 

Southern Collector 
Road

W.T. Druhan Blvd.

Business Route 7

New
Roundabout
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Drawing is not to scale and
for  illustrative purposes only. 

Southern Collector Road – Final Construction Begins
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Town-wide Tag Sale 
October 13 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM & 
October14 10:00 am - 4:00 PM
Antique Flea Market 
October 12, 13 & 14 open ‘til 5:00 PM all days
Each year there are two main events. The Tag Sale includes yard
sales throughout Town and a centralized vendor lot with nearly 100
 vendors at Fireman’s Field in the heart of Purcellville. The other event 
is the Antique Flea, a juried event, running three-days and located on 
Main Street. For more information, go to www.townwidetagsale.com. 

Christmas in Purcellville Program
Check the Town’s website for updated information on the Parade, Lego train
display, ornament making, Breakfast with Santa and Mrs. Claus, the Franklin
Park Big Band concert at the Historic Bush Tabernacle, and the Tree Lighting

taking place on December 8, 2012. Also, details will be posted about the
Christmas Light Trolley Tour that is being planned for that same weekend.  

Loudoun Grown Expo 
Saturday, February 16,
2013 
2:00 - 6:00 PM at the
Historic Bush
Tabernacle
The 3rd  Annual Loudoun Grown Expo will be held on Saturday, February
16, 2013 from 2:00 - 6:00 PM at the Historic Bush Tabernacle. 

The Expo brings Loudoun’s wineries, CSA’s, producers and local restaurants
that utilize local foods under one roof for all to enjoy. For more information
and updates, visit www.loudoungrownexpo.com. 

Upcoming Events

Town of Purcellville

Receives Excellence in

Financial Reporting Awards
For the fourth consecutive year, the Town
received the Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting by the
Government Finance Officers Association of the
United States and Canada (GFOA) for the compre-
hensive annual financial report (CAFR) for fiscal
year ending June 30, 2011. The Certificate of
Achievement is the  highest form of recognition
in the area of  governmental accounting and
 financial reporting, and its attainment represents
a  significant  accomplishment by a government
and its  management.  

“Once again staff has compiled an award-worthy
CAFR document that is evidence of the spirit of
transparency and the Town’s strong financial
 condition,” said Mayor Bob Lazaro.

The GFOA also presented the Finance
Department with its fourth consecutive Award of
Financial Reporting Achievement for the
 preparation of the CAFR document. The CAFR
was judged by an impartial panel to meet the
high standards of the program including
 demonstrating a constructive “spirit of full
 disclosure” to clearly communicate its financial
story and motivate potential user groups to read
the CAFR.

“I am very proud and grateful to everyone in the
organization for their efforts to help the Town
achieve this award,” said Town Treasurer/Director
of Finance, Elizabeth Krens. “I especially want to

recognize the work of the Finance Department
staff for their contributions and continued
 pursuit of excellence.” 

The GFOA is a nonprofit professional association
 serving approximately 17,500 government finance
professionals with offices in Chicago, IL and
Washington, DC. �

Governor Bob McDonnell

Appoints Lazaro, Vanegas

to Virginia Conservation

Boards 
Mayor Robert W. Lazaro, Jr., has been appointed 
to the Virginia Land Conservation Foundation 
and Assistant Public Works Director Alex Vanegas
has been appointed to the Virginia Board of
Conservation and Recreation by Governor 
Bob McDonnell. Both appointments are four 
year terms beginning July 1, 2012 and ending 
June 30, 2016.  

“I’m honored to be appointed by Governor
McDonnell to the Board of the Foundation,” said
Purcellville Mayor Bob Lazaro. “The Town has
 protected more than 1,500 acres through
 easements and I am delighted to be able to
 continue this work on behalf of the
Commonwealth.”  The Town of Purcellville is the
only local government in Loudoun to protect its
own property with conservation easements
including the largest easement in the County and
the protection of Fireman’s Field.

Mayor Lazaro has previously served as Chairman
of the Environmental Quality Committee of the

Virginia Municipal League and currently serves as
Chairman of the Leagues’ Go Green Initiative.
The Town has won numerous other environ-
 mental awards over the past six years.

Vanegas has been employed by the Town since
2005 and serves the community through several
appointed and volunteer positions including as
current Chairman for the Board of Directors for
the Prince William Service Authority – the largest
combined water and sewer authority in the
Commonwealth of Virginia – and as a Small Entity
Representative to EPA’s Regulatory Revisions to
the Lead and Copper Rule. In the past, Vanegas
served as the Prince William County Ex-Officio
Representative to the Fairfax Water Authority, on
the Occoquan Watershed Management Planning
Steering Committee for the Northern Virginia
Regional Commission, on the Northern Virginia
Regional Zebra Mussel Task Force, and an
Associate Director for the Prince William Soil and
Water Conservation District. His previous work
experience includes employment with Fairfax
Water and the City of Manassas. 

“Alex has a long history of sharing his time and
talents in public service,” says Town Manager
Robert Lohr. “His appointment is a compliment to
him and a reflection of the Town of Purcellville.” 

The Virginia Land Conservation Foundation is located
in the Department of Conservation and Recreation
and was formed in 1999 by the General Assembly and
Governor to help fund protection of the Common-
wealth’s working farms, forests, natural areas, parks,
rivers, battlefields and other historical sites that are
critical to our economy, culture and quality of life. �

Be Disaster Ready
Take time today to create a plan, gather supplies and 

become disaster ready!

Now is the time to take steps to prepare for emergencies in homes,
 businesses, schools, and  communities for the entire year. 

Virginia is susceptible to all manner of natural and man-made disasters. 
In recent years, Virginia has been impacted by blizzards, earthquakes,
 hurricanes, tornados and wildfires, as well as the events of 
September 11, 2001. 

The impacts of these disasters include power outages, flooding, loss of
 communications, displaced populations and large amounts of storm debris.
The recent derecho left millions of Northern Virginia, the District of
Columbia and Maryland customers without power for up to a week. In
2011, Hurricane Irene left about 1.8 million without power throughout
Virginia and caused wide-spread flooding.

When disaster strikes, you should be prepared to be self sufficient for up to
72 hours. Disaster preparedness consists of three basic steps: 1) Keeping
informed of potential emergencies, 2) Making a plan and 3) Building a
Disaster Supply Kit.

Luckily, being prepared for disaster is relatively easy to do and there are a
many resources available to help you do it. family.readynova.com has an
online step-by-step preparedness planner.  The Loudoun County Office of
Emergency Management www.loudoun.gov and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency www.ready.gov have web pages dedicated to
 emergency preparedness planning. Topics include creating a disaster supply
kit, making a family disaster plan, and pet disaster planning.  Additionally, the
Loudoun County Office of Emergency Management has links where you
can register for “Alert Loudoun,” sign up for Evacuation Assistance, and
Reverse 911registration.

In addition to preparing yourself for disaster, you can help your community
recover too. Loudoun County has organized a Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) to help train volunteers to assist in disaster
 recovery. To learn more about CERT you can contact Sharon Nalls at the
Loudoun County Office of Emergency Management at 703-737-8331 or
Sharon.Nalls@loudoun.gov. The Purcellville Volunteer Fire Company and
the Purcellville Volunteer Rescue Squad are always looking for volunteer
fire fighters and new members to help with operational and administrative
duties. For more information, visit www.purcellvillefire.org and 
www.purcellvillerescue.org. �


