
 
 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
WORK SESSION AGENDA 

Heritage Conference Room 
August 11, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

1) Call to Order - Chairwoman Theresa Stein 
 

2) Chairwoman’s Comments 
 

3) Discussion of the Comprehensive Plan Update’s Strategic Imperative  
 

4) Discussion of Current Planning Documents: Demographics and Housing 
 

5) Discussion of Current Planning Documents: Parks, Recreation, Open Space and the 
Environment 

 
6) Adjournment 

 
 

If you require any type of reasonable accommodation as a result of physical, sensory or mental disability in 
order to participate in this meeting OR if you would like an expanded copy of this agenda, please contact 
Tucker Keller at (540) 338-2304 at least three days in advance of the meeting.  Expanded copies of the agenda 
may not be available the night of the meeting, please request a copy in advance. 
 
USE OF ELECTRONIC DEVICES DURING MEETINGS For the comfort and consideration of others, all cellular phones must 

be turned off and cannot be used in the Council Chambers.  Pagers must be set on silent or vibrate mode.  This is requested 
because of potential interference with our recording devices and the transmittal of our hearing impaired broadcast. 
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STAFF REPORT 
WORK SESSION ITEM 

Item # 3 
SUBJECT: Discussion of the Comprehensive Plan Update’s Strategic 

Imperative 
 
DATE OF MEETING:  August 11, 2016  
 
STAFF CONTACT: Daniel Galindo, AICP – Senior Planner  
 
 
SUMMARY: 
At the August 4th Work Session, each Planning Commissioner was asked to consider the 
public input received as part of the Comprehensive Plan Update process and to prepare a 
very brief statement summarizing their interpretation of the entirety of the public’s 
guidance.  The Commission will discuss these statements and attempt to develop a single 
statement that will serve as the basis of future decision making regarding the content of the 
plan.   
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STAFF REPORT 
WORK SESSION ITEM 

Item # 4 
SUBJECT: Discussion of Current Planning Documents: Demographics and 

Housing 
 
DATE OF MEETING:  August 11, 2016  
 
STAFF CONTACT: Daniel Galindo, AICP – Senior Planner  
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Planning Commission will continue its discussion of demographics and housing based 
on its review of: 

1. the Purcellville, Virginia 2025 Comprehensive Plan, and 
2. the three draft reports summarizing and analyzing each of the first three rounds of 

public engagement for the Comprehensive Plan Update.   
 
NOTE: Other documents may also be discussed if determined to be relevant by the Planning 

Commission or Town Staff.  
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STAFF REPORT 
WORK SESSION ITEM 

Item # 5 
SUBJECT: Discussion of Current Planning Documents: Parks, Recreation, 

Open Space and the Environment 
 
DATE OF MEETING:  August 11, 2016  
 
STAFF CONTACT: Daniel Galindo, AICP – Senior Planner  
 
 
SUMMARY: 
The Planning Commission will begin a discussion of parks, recreation, open space and the 
environment based on its review of the: 

1. Purcellville, Virginia 2025 Comprehensive Plan,  
2. Comprehensive Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan, and 
3. the three draft reports summarizing and analyzing each of the first three rounds of 

public engagement for the Comprehensive Plan Update.   
 
NOTE: Other documents may also be discussed if determined to be relevant by the Planning 

Commission or Town Staff.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Parks, Recreation and Open Space chapter (pg. 31-40) of the Purcellville, Virginia 2025 
Comprehensive Plan  

2. Environment chapter (pg. 99-105) of the Purcellville, Virginia 2025 Comprehensive 
Plan  

3. Comprehensive Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan 
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Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
 
1998 Comprehensive Plan Recommendations 
 
The 1998 Comprehensive Plan included a brief description of available park and recreation 
facilities, but did not include specific goals or strategies for recreational facilities.  However, two 
items in the previous plan are especially relevant to this update.  First, the extension of the W&OD 
Trail was considered as a western link to the Town limits and Franklin Park for hikers, bicyclists 
and horseback riders. Second, Fireman’s Field was identified as an important property that should 
remain a public park or community facility.  Furthermore, the plan specifically stated that if the 
Purcellville Volunteer Fire Department ever considered the property for sale, the Town or the 
County should consider acquisition of the property. 
 
2005 Existing Conditions 
 
The Purcellville Parks and Recreation Master Plan was completed in 2005.  Surveys and public 
meetings conducted during the master plan process found that Purcellville residents significantly 
use available parks and recreation facilities in Town and in the immediate area.  Residents are able 
to take advantage of a variety of programs and classes available through the Town and the 
County.  Public discussions in 2005 regarding parks and recreation indicated that Town residents 
are generally satisfied with existing County facilities and programs; however, they would like to 
see more adult programs, an aquatic facility, more playgrounds, and a dog park.  In addition, 
improved, safe connections to parks and open space for pedestrians and bicyclists are needed. 
 
Existing park and recreation facilities and public and private open spaces are illustrated on the 
Parks, Recreation and Open Space Map on page 37. Also shown on this map are recommended future 
park locations for existing Town-owned properties.    
 
Purcellville has three Town-owned parks:  Mary Foust Mare Pocket Park, Suzanne R. Kane Nature 
Preserve and an undeveloped park in the Village Case neighborhood.  The Pocket Park, located 
behind Town Hall, is not well known and is underutilized.  The Nature Preserve is the largest 
passive recreational opportunity within the Town, but is undeveloped.  The Village Case park is 
also undeveloped and, along with the Nature Preserve, includes a Town well.  Loudoun County 
and other private organizations offer additional recreational facilities for residents.  These facilities 
include:  Fireman’s Field (Purcellville Volunteer Fire Department); Loudoun Valley Community 
Center; Carver Senior Center; and school facilities at Loudoun Valley High School, Emerick 
Elementary School, and Blue Ridge Middle School.  Other public facilities nearby include Franklin 
Park and Mountain View Elementary School.  The Loudoun Valley Country Club is a private 
facility that offers opportunities for community recreation with a golf course, pool and tennis 
courts.   



I I I .  The Comprehensive Plan:  Purcel lv i l le in 2025 
People and Neighborhoods 

 

Adopted 12/19/06                                                                                                                        32 

The following table summarizes the Town’s existing public park and open space land.  This table 
also includes 1,300 acres the Town owns on the Blue Ridge mountains northwest of town that 
includes the Hirst Reservoir.   The Town voluntarily downzoned this property from a previous 
zoning district that would permit residential development at a maximum density of one house per 
three acres to a new zoning district permitting up to one house per ten acres. 
 

Figure 16. Existing Town Parks & Open Space 
Park/Open Space Location Size in Acres 

Mary Foust Mare Pocket Park 130 E. Main Street 0.20 
Suzanne R. Kane Nature Preserve Between N. 21st & N. Hatcher Av 23.55 
Village Case Park 811 Kinvarra Place  5.86 
S. 20th Street Open Space West side of S. 20th St 19.31 
Hirst Reservoir Property Blue Ridge NW of Town 1,300.00  

Source: Town Department of Planning & Zoning 
 
The 2005 Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan for Purcellville, Virginia, being adopted as 
part of this comprehensive plan, found that the Town had a shortage of recreational facilities, 
including sports fields, playing courts, and passive public open space.  The recreational needs 
assessment conducted as part of this plan indicated that the Town had no surplus of any type of 
facility and was deficient in the following park facilities: 1 little league field; 1 basketball court; 1 
indoor recreation court; 4 picnic areas; 2 soccer fields; 1 softball field; and 2 tennis courts.  In 
addition to these facilities, additional cooperative County/Town facilities were recommended:  3 
little league fields; 1 basketball court; 1 football field; 3 indoor recreation courts; 10 picnic areas; 1 
racquetball court; 4 soccer fields; and 1 aquatic center. 
 
The Master Plan recommended that the Town pursue neighborhood park development first on 
Town owned lands.  Those areas identified in the plan include:  (1) Nature Park; (2) Town-owned 
land on S. 20th Street (Rt. 611); (3) Main Street corridor near downtown; (4) Tear-drop intersection 
at Nursery and 20th Street; and (5) parkland within the Village Case development off of S. Maple 
Avenue.  The master plan also recommends that the Town acquire or gain control of land for 
future park development and open space preservation.  Furthermore, it recommends that 
additional park and open space land be considered outside the current Town boundaries within 
the Joint Land Management Area governed by PUGAMP.   
 
Greenways and Trails 
 
The Town is fortunate to have access to a significant regional trail system, the Washington & Old 
Dominion Railroad Regional Park (W&OD Trail), which runs from Alexandria to Purcellville at the 
Depot and 21st Street.  Operated by the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority, the Trail is 45 
miles long and is generally located along the abandoned right-of-way of the former W&OD 
Railroad that operated in the region from 1859 to 1968.  In Purcellville, access is available adjacent 
to the Train Station and at a trail head at Loudoun Valley High School. Other connections in Town 
are available on Hatcher Avenue, Loudoun Valley Drive and Pickwick Drive. The trail is well 
suited for walking, hiking, jogging, bicycling, in-line skating, and even horseback riding. 
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Open Space 
 
Purcellville’s heritage as an agricultural community has provided residents of the Town and the 
area with many scenic open spaces.  Over the years, much of this agricultural landscape has been 
replaced with housing developments.  However, there are still public and private open spaces in 
the area that provide the community with attractive landscapes for impressive views and passive 
recreation.  Both public and common open spaces are shown on Map 3 – Parks, Recreation and 
Open Space Map. 
 
Within the Town, the most prominent public open spaces are the Nature Park and Fireman’s Field.  
The three public schools in Town also offer campuses with open landscapes.  Many of the newer 
residential developments have included common open spaces in their neighborhoods; however, 
these spaces are reserved for residents of those developments and not generally open to the public.
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2025  Parks, Recreation and Open Space Issues and Opportunities 
 
For the purposes of recreational planning, a five-mile service radius is typically considered.  In 
2005, there were 18,500 persons (County and Town) within that service radius.  Of those persons, 
almost half were characterized as part of a family with young children.  It was estimated that one-
third of that population was under 19 years of age and that the largest age group was between 0 
and 9 years of age.  Thus, in the future there will be an increased need to provide recreational 
facilities and programs for young children and youth, as well as their parents. 
 
Based on the findings of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, the Town should pursue the Plan’s 
recommendations for developing additional park facilities and land.  With additional residential 
growth projected, the demand for additional park facilities and programs is expected to increase.  
One way of adding public recreation facilities would be to consider land dedications for public use 
as part of proffered conditions when considering development proposals.  When considering 
proposals, proffers should be evaluated on the basis of their need in conjunction with the proposed 
rezoning, the value to the public, and their consistency with the adopted Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan.  Also, cash proffers may be used for parks and recreation facilities; however, the 
Town must adopt a proffer policy and accept and monitor contributions in accordance with State 
requirements. 
 
Improved connections between park and public spaces and facilities using greenways, trails, 
sidewalks, and bicycle paths has been and should remain a focal point of Town efforts.  These can 
provide extensive benefits to the community’s quality of life, as well as increasing recreational 
opportunities.  The 2003 Loudoun County Bicycle & Pedestrian Mobility Master Plan, which addresses 
a county-wide bicycle and trail network, was adopted by the Town in 2003.  With the terminus of 
the W&OD Trail in Purcellville, the master plan encourages Purcellville to include goals for bicycle 
and pedestrian connections and to endorse network connections to the public schools and Franklin 
Park.   Business Route 7, Main Street, is identified as a connection corridor for improvement and 
linkage.  In addition, there are opportunities for connections to the nearby villages of Hamilton 
and Lincoln.  For example, the old Manassas Gap Railroad bed may be a possible connection in the 
southeast quadrant of Town. Open spaces negotiated as part of planned housing developments 
should be made as accessible as possible to the general public.  It is important to link new 
neighborhood developments to the larger Town and make connections to the overall community; 
the benefits of open space should be public and extend beyond the limits of a single development.  
Common and public open spaces have been delineated on the Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
Map.  Additional linkages between existing public and common open spaces should be pursued to 
enhance the overall network of recreational facilities. 
 
Fireman’s Field, while considered a public facility, is privately owned by the Purcellville Volunteer 
Fire Department.  This facility is not only an important recreational resource, but it is a significant 
historic resource as the site of the remaining portion of Dillon’s Woods and the architecturally and 
culturally important Bush Tabernacle.  It is especially important that the integrity of the property 
be preserved.  If the Fire Department considers future sale of the property, the Town should 
consider acquisition to protect the public’s interest in this heritage property.  
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In 2004, Purcellville drafted a Tree Conservation Ordinance to encourage the planting and proper 
care of trees throughout the Town, ensure the preservation of existing healthy trees, and replenish 
tree stock.  A Tree and Beautification Commission was established; however, the ordinance has not 
been adopted.  The retention and planting of trees in Purcellville is viewed as especially important 
in enhancing the ambiance of the community and its environmental quality.  Increased vegetation 
mitigates pollution from vehicles, industries, and storm water runoff. Various efforts to protect 
existing trees and implement new tree planting will benefit Purcellville in the long-term and 
improve the overall quality of life for residents.  Development of a Tree Master Plan will assist the 
Town further in achieving tree conservation goals.  The plan should include an inventory of 
existing trees on public land, establish recommendations for increasing the long-term tree canopy 
(the top layer of the tree including branches and foliage that provide shade) and “greening” of 
Purcellville, and provide recommendations for tree planting programs and management.  Many 
communities have undertaken tree master plans, and there are funding sources through local 
urban forestry councils and other agencies such as the National Arbor Day Foundation.   
 
2025 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Policies & Implementation Strategies  
 
The following policies provide guidance and direction in addressing issues and future 
opportunities in Purcellville with respect to parks, recreation and open space.  Enhanced 
recreational opportunities and quality public open spaces are key components in creating the 
quality, livable community Purcellville residents desire for the future.   
 
Implementation strategies are recommended to achieve each of the parks, recreation and open 
space policies Timeframes and participants involved in implementation are defined in the 
Implementation Strategy Matrix shown in Section IV, Comprehensive Plan Implementation. 
 
1. Quality of Life:  Enhance the quality of life for residents and community appeal through 

integrated park, recreational and environmental conservation efforts to meet the Town’s and 
the region's physical, social, educational, cultural, and aesthetic needs. 

  

Implementation Strategies

1.1 Amend the Zoning Ordinance to include a Parks and Open Space District with 
specified land uses that will provide appropriate land development guidance and 
protection for important parks and open spaces.   

: 

1.2 Amend the Zoning Map to reflect conservation and preservation of recreation and open 
space areas identified on the Planned Land Use map adopted as part of the 2025 
Comprehensive Plan. 

1.3 Review and update the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances with respect to trees, 
landscaping, buffers, open space and environmental protection requirements for new 
development.  Ensure that provisions are consistent with the 2025 Comprehensive Plan 
and that they are reflective of today’s planning approaches and standards. 
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2. Recreation is of High Value:  Recognize the importance and significant contribution that 
quality recreation facilities and programs make to the overall health, well-being and quality 
of life of the community.   

Implementation Strategies

2.1  Review existing open spaces to determine the capacity of the space to handle various 
recreational activities (i.e. greenways, blueways, trails and scenic corridors).  Apply 
adopted recommendations and standards established by the Virginia Outdoors Plan, 
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation. 

: 

 

3. Recreation Programs and Access:  Provide a broad range of recreational opportunities and 
programs for residents and visitors of all ages.  Integrate and consider parks and recreation 
in all aspects of planning and development. Utilize holistic approaches that encourage 
partnership and collaborative efforts to address the Town's physical, social, educational, 
cultural and aesthetic needs.   

Implementation Strategies

3.1 Develop a fiscal model for reviewing new developments that includes an analysis of 
recreation needs and development impact on recreation facilities.   

: 

3.2 Include recreational facilities in the adopted capital improvements program.   

3.3 When considering new developments, negotiate proffers for reserving land for parks 
and enhancing public recreation facilities and open space.  Ensure that benefits extend 
to the general public.   

 

4. Adequate Recreation Facilities:  Plan, acquire and develop new parks, greenway 
connections, and recreational facilities to keep pace with growth. Encourage the location of 
compatible, small scale cultural, recreational and entertainment facilities in or near the 
Town limits. Encourage the development of recreational facilities that are appropriate to 
meet the needs of residents. 

Implementation Strategies

4.1 Provide safe, easy and attractive access to the W&OD Bike Trail to and from residential 
and commercial areas. Work with the Northern Va. Regional Park Authority to identify 
and implement additional access points.  Ensure adjacent property owner privacy by 
providing landscape or other buffers where needed.  In the downtown commercial 
district adopt zoning regulations & policies to ensure that the W&OD Trail is part of 
downtown, as opposed to screened & separate from downtown activities. 

: 

4.2 Connect the W&OD Trail in the form of a Town greenway or bicycle path to W. Main 
Street and extend to Town limits as part of the Town’s transportation enhancement 
improvements to Main Street and 23rd Street.  Coordinate with Loudoun County and the 
Town of Round Hill regarding the greenway link to Franklin Park.  Develop facilities in 
accordance with safety standards established by the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA). 
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4.3 Develop a Purcellville Bicycle Plan and route map that links recreational bicycle 
destinations and ties the W&OD Trail to the Town’s commercial areas. Develop links in 
accordance with NHTSA standards. 

4.4 Identify potential greenway connections between Purcellville and the surrounding 
villages of Hamilton, Lincoln and Round Hill.  Encourage preservation and development 
of the old Loudoun spur of the Manassas Gap Railroad bed as a trail with connections to 
developments in the southeast quadrant of Town. 

 
5. Open Space:  Conserve natural areas.  Preserve, protect and acquire significant open space.  

Expand public ownership of open spaces and greenways in Purcellville where feasible.  
Promote sensitive growth and development that preserves and integrates open space in 
community planning. 

5.1 Place conservation easements on important Town recreational properties such as the 
Nature Park, Reservoir lands, and other natural or historic areas. 

Implementation Strategies: 

5.2 Implement the Open Space Preservation Program adopted by the Town Council in 2006 
by working with the owners of existing significant private open space to encourage its 
preservation through means acceptable to the owners and the Town. 

 
6. Tree Preservation, Planting and Maintenance:  Encourage the preservation of existing 

trees in new development.  Encourage tree planting and beautification of public and private 
land to increase Purcellville’s tree canopy.  Promote partnerships in tree retention, 
replacement and planting. 

Implementation Strategies

6.1 Maintain and support the work of the Purcellville Tree and Beautification Commission. 

: 

6.2 Conduct a tree inventory on public lands and develop a Tree Master Plan that provides 
goals for increasing Purcellville’s overall tree canopy (percentage); provides guidance for 
tree maintenance; and establishes a planting schedule to sustain and enhance the 
inventory of trees in Purcellville.  Solicit grant funding for the plan through the National 
Arbor Day Foundation or other sources.   

6.3 Implement a public tree planting program.  Develop a tree preservation and replacement 
plan that promotes public-private partnerships for tree retention, replacement and 
planting in Purcellville.  

6.4 Adopt a Tree Conservation Ordinance to protect trees in Purcellville in accordance with 
State enabling legislation. 

6.5 Develop public education materials for Purcellville’s tree conservation program, permit 
process, and Tree and Beautification Commission responsibilities and purview. 

6.6 Fulfill the requirements to become a Tree City through the National Arbor Day 
Foundation. 
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7. Sensitive Resources:  Protect scenic, environmental and historic resources that contribute to 

the public health, well-being and enjoyment of Town residents and visitors. Promote 
ecological balance to enhance the Town’s appearance and retain its natural character. 

  

Implementation Strategies

7.1 Protect and preserve Firemen’s Field as a public park and open space by acquiring the 
property for the citizens of Purcellville.   

: 

7.2 Preserve the historic Tabernacle building at Firemen’s Field through public ownership 
and oversight. Ensure that any appropriate maintenance is undertaken. 

7.3 Celebrate and share the history of Firemen’s Field, the Tabernacle, and the remaining 
portion of Dillon’s Woods by developing, designing and installing interpretive elements, 
such as plaques, kiosks, or other signage on the property to relate the area’s history and 
significance.  

8. Stewardship:  Provide responsible stewardship for parks and recreation funds through 
innovative partnerships, cooperative agreements and use of sound, innovative business 
practices.  Facilitate volunteerism and promote grassroots support for recreation and 
conservation initiatives in the community.  Reinforce environmental values through 
ecologically responsible management and environmental education programs. 
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Environment 
 
 
Purcellville’s natural environment enhances the quality of life for residents and provides 
fundamental resources for businesses.  Maintenance of a high quality environment and protection 
of natural resources is essential in sustaining the Purcellville of tomorrow. 
 

1998 Comprehensive Plan Recommendations 
 
The 1998 Plan recognized the importance of environmental protection in Purcellville and 
promoted recognition and preservation of the Town’s natural resources, including streams, open 
areas, wildlife habitat, and flora and fauna.  Preserving the natural beauty and environmental 
functions will ensure that community growth is nurtured and that important resources are 
safeguarded.  The Plan recommended that these natural resources be maintained, improved and 
protected through monitoring and protection of air, water, and natural features. Environmental 
protection strategies included an environmental analysis for new development projects, 
discouraging and prohibiting development in wetlands and floodplains, vegetative planting of 
steep slopes to reduce erosion and runoff, managing and monitoring of stormwater runoff, 
reducing private sewage facilities, improving the Town’s water and wastewater treatment system, 
tree planting and replacement, maintenance of vegetative buffers, and expansion of public 
greenways. 
 

2005 Existing Conditions 
 
The Environmental Resources Map in this Chapter illustrates the location of Purcellville’s key 
environmental resources. 
 
Geology and Soils 
 
Purcellville is underlain by gneiss, million-year-old rock which has a composition similar to that of 
granite.  The gneiss forms a part of the core of the Blue Ridge Anticline, a giant fold in the ancient 
layered rock which extends from Catoctin Ridge in the east to the Blue Ridge in the west.  Dikes, 
which are slabs of younger rocks with a composition similar to that of lava flows, have worked 
their way up into the gneiss in a number of places in Purcellville.  Both the gneiss and the dikes are 
highly altered and fractured and, like most of the rock in Loudoun Valley, are more easily eroded 
than those of the ridges to the east and west.  It is from this that the scenic Beauty of the Loudoun 
Valley is derived. 
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There are no known mineral resources in the Town or its immediate surroundings.  Water occurs 
in fractures in the gneiss, which results in a wide range in well yields and makes exploration for 
water difficult.  For a detailed study of the Purcellville area’s geology, refer to the Geological Map 
of the Purcellville Quadrangle, Loudoun County, Virginia.  U.S. Geological Survey Map GQ-1755. 
The most common soil associations in Purcellville are the Chester and the Brandywine series, both 
of which are suited to a variety of land uses.  As well as being considered prime agricultural soils, 
they are also suitable for urban uses and development with individual wells and septic systems.  
Generally, the only soils in the planning area that are not well suited for urban development or 
agricultural use are those in flood plains or along steeper slopes. 
 
Vegetation 
 
It is difficult to imagine the countryside around Purcellville being heavily wooded, but in 1866, it 
was noted that “Everywhere west of Town was Dillon’s Woods or the Big Woods.  You could hike 
through to the Blue Ridge and never see daylight.”  Now, most of the larger trees are those which 
were planted in yards and along streets, and much of the land surrounding the Town has been 
cleared for pasture or crops.  A few areas of woodland remain, making these landscapes both 
environmentally and aesthetically significant to the heritage and character of Purcellville.  
Protection and conservation of these mature trees within the community and especially along 
Catoctin Creek are important in retaining some of the defining qualities of early Purcellville. 
 
Air Quality 
 
Information available from the EPA as reported through the Federal Highways Administration 
and Virginia DEQ indicates that Loudoun County is in the non-attainment area of the Washington, 
DC region.  This relates to the 1-hour and 8-hour ozone levels, and particulate matter levels.  
Loudoun County is considered part of the Washington, DC metro area of Northern Virginia and 
the entire county is included in the non-attainment designation.   
 
Water Quality 
 
Water is provided in the Town by several springs, wells and one reservoir.  Another reservoir is 
planned for 2009.  According to the 2004 Drinking Water Quality Report, the levels of regulated 
and non-regulated contaminants were within the acceptable regulatory limits, therefore no 
violations were reported.   
 
Loudoun Valley High School students have been working to improve water quality around the 
Suzanne R. Kane Nature Park.  The school has been working with the Piedmont Environmental 
Council with funding from the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation and the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Grant Program.  The students planted trees to form a riparian buffer 
along the South Fork of Catoctin Creek to mitigate nitrogen loads from nearby residential lawns.  
The riparian buffer project is also being used by the Town as a wetland mitigation bank to offset 
the effects of creating the Centennial Reservoir. 
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2025 Environmental Issues and Opportunities 
 
With projections for increased growth and development in and around Purcellville, there will be a 
greater need to ensure that the environmental quality of the landscape, water and air is protected 
for the community’s health, safety and welfare.    When considering future development, special 
attention should be given to those areas that are environmentally sensitive, such as wetlands, steep 
slopes, floodplains and poorly drained areas.  In addition to protecting water quality, these areas 
also serve as natural buffer zones for passive recreation and provide diverse habitat opportunities.   
 
Part of what makes floodplains such sensitive areas is their proximity to streams and rivers, which 
allows them to manage stormwater and pollution.  The amounts and types of pollutants and 
sediment present in an urban environment differ from those found in less developed areas.  Ice 
melting material applied to roads, lawn fertilization practices, pet waste, gasoline, oil and 
antifreeze from vehicles, and other common pollutants combine to adversely affect water quality 
for humans and species that live in the water.  The Virginia Department of Conservation and 
Recreation indicates that, “A 100-foot wide strip of forest and grass can reduce sediment by 97 
percent, nitrogen by 80 percent and phosphorous by 77 percent (Source:  http://www.dcr. 
Virginia.gov/sw//crep.htm).   
 
Conservation efforts and special attention should be directed to any future development influences 
on the Goose Creek Historic District, south of Purcellville in the JLMA.  Continued use of 
agricultural and conservation districts adjacent to the Town will encourage compatible land uses, 
preserve agricultural landscapes and benefit community character of western Loudoun County.   
 
While improvements are planned to the Town’s water supply and treatment facilities to meet 
future needs, capacities of the existing water and sewer facilities are limited. It is projected that 
even with planned improvements in the near future, the systems will not accommodate full build 
out of the Town under current zoning.  Consequently, every effort should be undertaken to protect 
water quality and promote good environmental principles in new development, thereby 
proactively managing environmental resources. 
 
Finally, there are a number of water quality issues which must be carefully monitored.  These 
include: 

1. Storm water runoff that contains pollutants and sediment.  

2. Loss of ground percolation surface area due to the addition of pavement and the 
construction of buildings that are impervious. 

3. Underground storage tanks – In recent years, the Virginia Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) identified a number of sites in the Town with petroleum releases from 
underground storage tanks.  The majority of these cases are located along Main Street; 
some have been addressed and closed by DEQ and others are still being monitored. 
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4. The South Fork of the Catoctin Creek is classified by DEQ as “impaired riverine water.”  
DEQ has mapped at least one citizen monitoring station, a biological station and an 
ambient monitoring station along the South Fork of Catoctin Creek within the Town.  
Loudoun County has between 1 and 5 impairments in the watersheds of the County.  The 
Catoctin Creek Watershed Project monitors stations and generates annual reports on the 
quality.  The project is conducted by Loudoun Watershed Watch in conjunction with the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation and the Loudoun County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 

 

2025 Environmental Policies and Implementation Strategies 
 
Environmental recommendations from the 1998 Comprehensive Plan are integrated into the 
following updated environmental policies for the 2025 Plan. Strategies are recommended to 
implement each of these environmental polices. Timeframes and participants involved in 
implementation are defined in the Implementation Strategy Matrix shown in Section IV, 
Comprehensive Plan Implementation. 
 
1. Environmental Protection and Monitoring:  Improve, maintain and protect the natural 

environment of the Town.  Ensure that growth meets the needs of people and protects the 
environment.  Preserve the natural beauty and function of the environment as a habitat for 
people, plants and animals.  Monitor and protect the quality of air, water, flora, fauna and 
other physical features of the Town and its surroundings. 
  
Implementation Strategies

1.1 Revise zoning and subdivision regulations to include environmental standards for new 
residential, commercial and industrial development.  Include standards that address 
development in or adjacent to floodplains, forested areas, critical or significant habitats, 
important viewsheds, water recharge areas, and other similar environmental areas.     

: 

1.2 Provide leadership in protecting and enhancing the environment by working with 
Loudoun County and other regional entities to develop an environmental protection 
strategy.  Encourage the formation of a regional environmental conservation coalition of 
both public and private interests to assist in implementing the strategy and monitoring 
environmental issues.   

1.3 Address non-attainment air quality issues and reduce air pollution in Purcellville by 
encouraging implementation and use of a bus transit system that connects businesses, 
commercial areas, commuter lots, and public facilities.   

 
2. Sensitive Environmental Areas and Water Resources:  Protect scenic and sensitive 

environmental areas.  Conserve and protect water resources.  Monitor, maintain, and 
improve water quality in surface and groundwater sources used by the Town.  Integrate 
wellhead protection and watershed planning into Town planning.  
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Implementation Strategies

2.1 Review zoning regulations with respect to provisions for protecting and enhancing 
sensitive environmental areas such as floodplains, wetlands, and other natural areas.  
Investigate methods used by other communities to protect these areas and minimize 
development impacts.  Amend zoning regulations to strengthen protection of these 
environments.   

: 

2.2 Develop and implement a Storm Water Management Plan.  Include regional storm water 
management strategies for managing stormwater runoff quantity and quality, particularly 
on East Main Street. 

2.3 Proactively address the treatment of storm water for pollutants, nutrients, and sediment 
before it reaches the wastewater treatment plant by recommending and using applicable 
natural and technological methods to control pollutants (e.g. vegetation as filters to reduce 
concentrations, collection traps at drainage inlets, underground systems with filtration 
capabilities, planting of pollution tolerant vegetation, etc.).  Revise parking lot standards 
to encourage use of pervious pavement options where appropriate. 

2.4 Maintain a 100-foot wide buffer around streams and creeks to filter pollution and 
sediment from the urban environment. 

 
3.  Environmental Quality of Life:  Maintain high standards for environmental quality to 

enhance the quality of life for residents and businesses.  Protect important natural features 
such as wetlands, floodplains, and forested areas. Encourage landscaped buffers, tree 
planting, and the retention of heritage landscapes (e.g., stone walls, fences and trees) to 
preserve environmental character of Purcellville.  Preserve important views of natural 
features at Town gateways, in public spaces and parks, between residential and commercial 
areas, and along major transportation corridors. 
 

Implementation Strategies

3.1 Conduct an inventory of existing trees.  Develop a tree preservation and replacement plan 
that promotes citizen and developer partnership in tree retention, replacement and 
planting.   

: 

3.2 Develop a Master Tree Plan for public properties. Plant and maintain trees along streets.  
Establish an annual tree planting day.  Engage local nurseries and arborists from the 
Extension Service, homeowners, businesses and developers to install, replace and care for 
trees in conjunction with sidewalk improvements and additions.   

3.3 Promote the use of “green” buildings and site development in new construction.  
Consider financial incentives such as reduced rates for water and sewer. 

 
4. Environmental Education and Stewardship:  Promote public education regarding the role and 

importance of the environment in sustaining the community’s health and well-being.   
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Encourage cooperation among environmental health agencies in protecting the region’s 
environment.  Support partnership efforts in proactively addressing environmental issues. 

4.1 Encourage water conservation and protection by distributing information to help citizens 
better understand water resources and the water cycle. 

Implementation Strategies: 

4.2 Use qualified environmental groups to assist in environmental projects such as  stream 
monitoring, bird counts, butterfly counts, wildlife and native plant inventories, and tree 
planting. 

4.3 Establish an awards program for individuals, groups and developers who have made 
outstanding contributions to the environmental health of Purcellville. 

 
5. Waste Reduction and Recycling:  Facilitate waste reduction and recycling efforts for 

residents and businesses. 

5.1 Provide recycling containers at all public facilities, including Town Hall and other 
publicly-owned facilities. 

Implementation Strategies: 

5.2 Update the Purcellville Town Facilities Standards Manual (1999) at least every five years 
to include new technologies that promote high environmental quality.   

5.3 Develop environmental indicators for monitoring the environmental quality of 
Purcellville.  Coordinate with the Loudoun County Environmental Indicators Project 
(George Washington University, Department of Geography), if still available.  Work with 
Patrick Henry College for research, technical assistance and long-term monitoring. 

5.4 Facilitate waste reduction and recycling efforts through public education.  

6. Lighting and the Environment:  Preserve the dark sky environmental qualities of 
Purcellville at night.  Minimize light pollution in Town and encourage lighting, where 
necessary, that is directed, shielded and contained to the minimal amount required for safe 
access.  

6.1 Maintain existing outdoor lighting standards for new development that reduce light 
pollution and promote the protection of dark, night sky in Purcellville.   

Implementation Strategies: 

6.2 Develop or assemble public education materials on light pollution and provide 
information to residents and businesses to achieve voluntary reductions in unnecessary 
lighting. 

6.3 Develop and fund a proactive program designed to convert existing, non-compliant 
fixtures associated with public buildings and land to dark sky compliant standards.  
Include in the program a cost share program for residents and businesses that 
encourages them to convert their lighting as well. 
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